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PARISH COUNCIL

You can contact the Clerk for Parish
Council business on 07876 221580 or
hernhillclerk@gmail.com. Full copies of
the approved minutes for meetings are
available on the Parish Council Web-
site.

The council held an extraordinary plan-
hing meeting on the 9th February The
following planning applications were
discussed. (A) Creation of wildlife pond
to attract great crested newts at Acorns
Dargate. The Council unanimously vot-
ed to support the application and look
forward to welcoming the new resi-
dents. (B) Erection of side porch at Au-
tumn Cottage, 5 Staplestreet. The
Council agreed to offer no adverse
comments on the application. In addi-
tion, Clir Page updated the members on
the progress of the various groups ap-
plying for improved broadband in the
village. As at the time of the meeting the
Dargate group have an Openreach por-
tal and have been canvassing for eligi-
ble properties to sign up for a voucher.
This started well but seems to have
stalled at 75% of the number needed
after about two weeks. An application
has been made for KCC funding to top
the pledged voucher value to the
amount required for the project to go
ahead. The small lower Staplestreet
group were at 95% of target earlier this
week. Cllr Edginton said he believed

the target had now been reached. The
larger village bid coordinated by the PC
is still waiting for Openreach to get the
necessary agreement from DCMS so a
portal can be opened to applicants. It
was agreed at the meeting that as soon
as this happens the information leaflet
written by Clir Page would be circulated
through the PC website, Village Forum,
Hernhill News and noticeboards. It was
also agreed that we should ask villagers
to email the PC when they sign up so
as to keep a tally of properties opting in.
Clirs undertook to individually canvas
other eligible properties in order to
reach a sufficiency of applicants and
thus vouchers to achieve the necessary
funding for the fibre upgrade.

Clir Page said that top up funding from
KCC will also be needed and they only
had a limited amount of funding. With
the Rural Gigabit scheme being closed
by the Government on 6th April, there
was a scramble for vouchers and KCC
funding. The timescale involved is ex-
tremely tight. The Parish Council's bid
had only been accepted by Openreach
at avery late stage and we are still wait-
ing to hear from them.

There was a full meeting of the Parish
Council attended by four Parish Coun-
cillors and two members of the public
on Wednesday 23rd February.
Affordable Housing: English Rural re-
ported a short delay in expected com-

Chairman: Clir Heller
Clerk: Rebecca Parr 07876 221580
e-mail hernhillclerk@gmail.com
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